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1 Wherefore putting away Loi 18, 


LY every Man Truth © ith 
Neighbour ; for we are 
| Members one of another. | 


Speaking | is a Proof ſuffici- 


ent: And it is as certain , 


the Good and Evil of So- 


| ciety, are in 116 Power of the Tongue. God 
therefore hath ſo bridled it in our Conſti- . 
tution, that a tender Sinner cannot lye, ” 
without doing Violence not only to his 
Conſcience, but to his very Complexion 
too; and Where the Notion of a Deity is 


rooted . 


. HAT An was made * 
Society, the Faculty of 


that Death and Life, 1 


The Native * 


8 up , even there we may ob. 
ſerve ſome wild Remains of Honour for - 


Truth. 


: all led on by Reaſon to a ſocial Life, 
ſo the Goſpel hath ſuperadded the moſt 


1 perfect Rules of Love, and the ſtrongeſt 


1 Motives to incorporate and build us up 


into the moſt laſting and beautiful Union. 


And as we are thus nad by Nature; 5 


For we are, (ſays St. Paul) fitly Joined V 
together by the Blood of one Redeemer, | 


by one Baptiſm, by one Rule of Faith, 


5 and are all one "Myſtical Body animated | 
by one and the ſame Spirit. From which 


8 | Wherefore putting away Lying, &c. 


manifold Tye of Relation and Endear- 


ment, the Apoſtle draws this Concluſion, 


It will be neceſſary from cheſe Words = 
3 briefly to enquire Firſt, Into the Nature of 


Truth and Falſbood , and to ſtew wherein 5 


they both conſit. wad b 
| „ To confider the ſeveral K 2 „ 


of Falſbood, and whether a Lye of any - 


Kind, or in any Caſe, be allowable. 


And then in the Laſt Place, 1 ſball 1 
lay before. you ſome Motives to the Practice 
Eo mutual Sincerity „with a more eſpecial | 


Aya 


- T Juth ut F ood. 
ö Regard to the Apoſtle's Argument, For we 


are Members one of angther, = 

In Complyance with the Order of the 
1 Text, and becauſe the firſt Step to Virtue 
is to depart from Vice, 1 begin with the 


aa Lying. 


| Feſt Head. Nor is it a Logical Untruth, 


es, 


| Nature of Falſhood, Wherefore 8 


"WOE Falſpood, which 3 is the Subj e& of Pr, 
our preſent Inquiry, and comm 7 goes 
by the Name of a Lye, is not a miſtaken 
Notion, or an Error in the Underſtanding: „ 
For ſuch Spots there will be in the clea- 


| when ow words agree not with the Nature 1 
of things. A Logical Truth may be a 
Moral Lye : For we ſpeak not truly in a 
Moral Senſe, becauſe the thing is true, 
but becauſe we conclude it ſo to de. The 
Falſhood here is of the wilful Kind, when 
a Man ſheaks otherwiſe than be thinks in bs 
Heart, tho the thing ſpoken ſhould be true. 
We have Caſuiſts, Iknow, of great Autho- 
who make an evil . an efſen- 


tial Ingredient in the Conſtitution of a Lye; 
but this Ibelieve, will appear by the follow. f 
ing Diſcourſe to be rather an Aggravation 
of the Sin, than a Part of 1 its Eflence, 
From 
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The Nature of 


From this Definition of a Lye, we may 


4 ly collect the Nature of that Truth 


oppoſed to it in the Text. For the 


Apoſtle in this Place conſiders Man as a 
Creature framed for Society, and preſeri- | 
beth the Rule he is to act by as ſuch: ?: 

And conſequently the Truth here preſcri- 
bed cannot be 4 right Notion of things re- 

ſiding only in the Mind: Nor barely, the 
Truth of a Propofition, or the Agreement 


of our Speech with the Subjecl it is applyed 


| 10; but muſt jointly confiſt in the Confor- 

mity of the Tongue with the Sentiments of 
_ the Heart, for upon this all the Good of | 
Society de pends. 


The Nature of Truth - 


„ and Falſhood being thus explained and g 


E 1 proceed, 


Secondly, To confider . foal Kinds Li 
of Falſbood , and whether a Lye of wy be 


Lins or in any Caſe be „ . 
Of all the Sorts of Falſhood, the moſt e 
criminal is that of the Pernicious Kind, 

and the moſt deſtructive of this Kind, hs 


the Speaking Exil of Dignithes , either by 


| trading them with Vices they know _ 
which is Slander : Or by clipping thoſe 5 
Virtues they ſhine with, which is De- 


traction. 


7 ruth bd 2 en 


traction. And it is equally fatal in the 


Effect, whether the Arrow flyeth by Night, 
0p killeth at Noon- day; whether a good 
Name be battered down by open Calum. 


ny, or blown up by Whiſper. 


Reputation gives the Life and Luſtre 
to a Magiſtrate, and turns every thing he 
| toucheth into Gold: It is better than pre-. 
cious Ointment : For it not only maketh the 
Bones fat, and refreſheth the Ruler upon 
every Reflection, but the Virtue of it will 
roaiſe the Dead, and work Wonders on his 
People; whereas Detraction and Slander, 0 
N ſtrange Magick will take off the 
. Wheels of his Chariot, the Edge of his 
| Sword, and the Vigour of his Thought, 
and render the beſt Man uſeleſs to the Pub. 
lick. This made Chriſt himſelf that he could Murk 6: E 
do no mighty Work in his own Countrey. 
And a Prince (not to be forgotten by any = 
Heart that is truly Engliſh ) when once 
| blackened by Calumny, found the Lying | 
| Spirit too ſtrong for all his Charms; not 
the Grace of bis Lip 5 the moſt wiſe and 
tender e could perſuade his 
Poſſeſſed Subjects to hear of being hea- 
led 7 that Royal Hand , which might 
—. 


The Nature * N 
have cured any Evil but That of the 


Tongue. 


Jo defame 8 Tholt 3 in WP TER, 


e ty , is to blaſt the Tree of Life, and all 


the Inflaences of Sovereign Virtue : 4 WM 


to poiſon the Breath of our Noſtrile, and 


at the ſame time to diſable the Phyſician 
from doing Good on the Patient. And 
ſince the common Dealers in public 


Scandal are not admitted to the firſt 
pPßprings of Government, but ſee thro' a 
Glaſs darkly, and too often diſcoloured 
by Paſſion and Prejudice, therefore when 


they ſhoot out their Arrows, even bit. 
ter worde, and hit the Truth, it is by Pg 


Chance only and Conjecture; and conſe. 
quently they will be found Liars before 


| God, and of the moſt pernicious Kind. 
I have ſtaid the longer upon this Particu- 
lar, becauſe State Slander is a growing E- 
vil, and almoſt too big for Correction; 


5 and becauſe it is the leaſt repented of, 15 
tho'ꝭ the moſt irreparable of any. As to. 


all other pernicious Lies of an inferior 


Nature, I need ſay no more, but that in 


every miſchievous Lye there is a twofold 


War, Falſhood 5 x; à Sin a- 


— „ 


Truth and Falſbood. 


gainſt the God of Truth, and againſt the 
Right of our Neighbour , and therefore = 


a ag ref <A evi 


Another Species of Falſhood is the Teſt 1 
ing Lye: When we ſpeak falſly, not with 
an Intention to hurt, but to delight only. 
And conſidering how much Truth is ſa- 
crificed to this Idol, both in Converſati. 
on and Writing, one would be apt to 
think it a Social Virtue to make merry 
at the Expence of Truth. But I take 
this to be unlawful , and for theſe Rea- 
ſons. Firſt, Becauſe the Formality of a 
{-\. Jaye: confiſts in the Intention to ſpeak a 
Falſhood, and therefore no End can juſti- 
fy an Intention evil in it ſelf; The Teſting 
Lyar ſins leſs than the Fe one, 
but till he ſins, not by intending to 
pleaſe, but by intending to do it by a 
Le. Secondly, Truth is a Pearl of infi. 
nite Value, not to be ſold to fave my own I 
Lie, much leſs to feed another's Vanity: 
oy Wy; one might as well ask me to ſteal 
a his Support, as to lye for his Diver- 
ſion. I ſhall only add, that the ſtated 


Rule of Chriſtian Converſation 18 Tea, 


e, Ney, „ nay; jo whatſoever 15 e 
B 2 — 


I >. - x _—_ 
+ than theſe cometh of evil. And if webe- 
lieve that our Judge will call us to an Ac- 
count at the laſt Day for every idle Word, 

we can hardly think it adviſeable to ven. 
ture ſo near Damnation for a Jeſt _ 
As to Parables and other Fictions of the 
facetious Kind, if they are not repreſen- _ 
ted as Truths, nor fairly to be taken as 
ſuch, according to the common Modes of 
Sßpßeech, then are they warranted from 
cSCͤcripture and Reaſon; becauſe, when 
juſtly applyed, they do inſinuate fome FF. 
unwelcome Truths with a better Grace, 
al nd drive the Wedge with a more agre- 
5 able Force than downright Arguments . 
The only Point then that will admit 
of a Diſpute, is , ip Charita 
ble Lye: To reſcue ſuffering Innocence 
buy the Help of a Lye, ſeems fo beauti- 
-- jul an. Ereor,, (i xt be one) chat a  þ 
good Man can hardly forbear eſpouſing 
the Charity with this Imperfection about 
it. The Bleſſing likewiſe upon the Eg). 
ptian Midwives ſeemeth to authorize a 
Pious Fraud; and it is the Judgment of 
conſiderable Caſuiſts, that it is no Sin to 
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deceive him by a Lye, who has no Right 
to Truth. 


Now in 0 of Morality the Rule 


is perpetual, and without Exception, Le 
muſt not do Exil that Good may come; * 55 


therefore if a Lye be a moral Evil, 


Circumſtances can make it good. In r 
| Lye there is an Intention to deceive, and 
| | this very Intention, I ſay, is in it ſelf evil; 
| foritis a voluntary Deviation from the 
| Will of God, whoſe moral Perfection is 
| never to intend or will a Falſhood; but 
| always to love the Truth; and therefore 5 
| as neceſſarily as God Joves himſelf, fo 
neceſſarily mult he hate that which 1 is re- 
| pugnant to his own Veracity. Our God 
5 Nature a God of Truth and hath . 
made us after his own Image, and com. 


manded us to be Perfect as he is Perfect: 


and therefore we are indiſpenſably . 5 


ged to conform to the Divine Will; 


do, as we imagine the God of Truth 1 5 

- © in our Place, and as the Son of God | 
did do in out Nature. So that to ask, Whe- 
ther an Officious Lye is not lawful, wn. 
Effect to ack, Whether it is not lawful 


to do like the Father of — that Good 
| may 


* 
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RAE may nd Whether it is not und to 5 


wWjbo is Truth itſelf, or whether I may not 
and therefore God has ſet them thei 
= may be Angry, and Sin not, and * 


therto ſalt thou Lye, and no further. 5 
The Art of Lying by Rule and Meaſure, 


. my Lye , why yet am 1 Judged as a Sinner? 


The V ature of 


love my Neighbour better than my God, 


pleaſe my Maker by acting in oppoſition 
to his eſſential Holineſs ? The Paſſions in 
_ themſelves are neither Good nor Evil, 


Bounds which they ſhall not paſs; 


quently, Anger i in its own Nature cannot 
be ſinful; but it is no where ſaid, Hi 


with Views and Reſerves, cannot be : 
| from above; for the Wiſdom from thence 
hath frequently and univerſally declared, 
Lying Lips to be an Abomination to the 
Lord, and that no Lye is of the Trmh. 
But if a Lye may be more or leſs ſin. 
ful in proportion to the Good of the 
End; it may ſeem to be little or no Sin 
Ix t all when the Good doth more than 
balance the Evil of the Lye. For if the iſ 
Truth of God bath more abounded through | 


To Steal for the Poor is indeed leſs fi nful 
than to Steal for my Luſts; becauſe it 


Ne”; 


| Truth and Falſhood. 


Houſe es. 


15 
argues leſs Pravity in the Will; but the 
Charity intended will not take out the 
Stain, and make it Juſt to Steal. The 
Blood of Chriſt will compenſate for Sins 
Committed, but even that moſt precious 1 
Blood cannot make it lawful to commit 
Sin; becauſe it cannot alter the eternal 
| Reaſons of Good and Evil; and there- 
fore if it be impoſſible in Nature for God 
| himſelf to Lye, it ſeems equally impoſ- bt 
| fible for him to make it allowable in 
Man. ps 
As to the Egyptian Fenn 1 know 
it is. generally concluded they told an 
| Untcuth ; but I ſee no certain -Grounh = 
| for the Concluſi ion. For if, the more 
che Iſradlites were afflicted, the more 
they multiplied; why might not the 
Hebrew Women by the lame Diſtinguiſh- 
| ing Providence be delivered e er the Mid- 
| wives came in unto them : Tho' when 
| they came, they ſaved the Men. Children 
| alive in awful Regard to the God of I- 
| reel ? But ſuppoſing they did Lye; 'tis 
certain they were not Rewarded for ſo 
doing; for it is ſaid, becauſe the Mid- boden. . 
wixen ae God , that be made them 
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tine Name 
Honſer. The thing Rewarded was the 
godly Fear, and not the Falſhood. This 
in Mercy he paſſed over, and did them 
Good for doing Good to his People, 
After all, no Precedents of Old are per. 
fect enough for our Imitation; for we 
are to live by Rule, and not by Exam- 
ple. It is not what One of Egypt, &c. 
might do; but whether One of the hea. 
 wenly Jeruſalem may lye upon any Con- 
____ fideration? And then we anſwer with 
| Lib. en. St. Auſtin, that f no Lye is of the Truth: 


> > Mend. 


cs. And of the Citizens of this City it is 


T Joh. 2.21. 


Ae written, In their Mouth was found no 


| 245. Guile. They of Old did not do well 


in Lying, and if we imitate them, we 
dd Vorſe. 
And now if the greateſt Good upon 
| Farth ought not to be compaſſed by the 
Means of a Lye; what a melancholy | 
Reflection is it, to confider how much 
Truth falls day by day a Victim to 
Pride, Revenge, Ambition and Intereſt; 


and even to the Modes and Faſhions of iſ 


the World that are altogether lighter 

than Vanity itſelf ; to ſee nothing but the 
Ghoſt of Integrity walk about in the 
r „ 


Argument — 
another. 
And here 1 ſhall confi der Man, fir, ” 
In his natural State, or meerly as a ſocial : 

Z Creature. T 
It is not good that 1 ſhould be ane: 

But he cannot enter into Society, nor be 
happy | in it, without fixing the ſignifica- 
| tion of Words, and keeping to that cur- 

c 


: r ruth and 22 
Form of ſound Words and good Looks, 


and occaſionally Kneeling down even at 


the Horns of the Altar! Truth is a 

Virtue divinely fair, and venerable in a- 

any Dreſs; ſhe looks well, and commands 

à a ſecret Reverence from Herod himſelf, 
when ſhe is cloathed only like her Prea- 
cher the BaptiiSt, with Camels Hair, and 
4 Leathen Girdle about ber Loins ; but 
when ſhe is in her ſoft Clothing 4 macde 
for Kings Houſes; when ſhe is arrayed in 
all the Graces of Education and Polite. 
neſs, then ſhe ſhines in Perfection and Bs 


Beauty ircefiſtible. 


And therefore I proceed i in th next 
and laſt Place, To lay before you ſome Mo- 


tiver to the Pradlice of e Sincerity, 


5 with a more amy Regard to the Apoſtle's 


For we are Members one e of | 


rent 


17 


rent demiea which Cuſtom hath 3 
upon them; and therefore to ſpeak one 


The N ature a: 


thing, _ mean another , to Bleſs with 


the Mouth, and Curſe inwardly, is High- 


Treaſon againſt the Fundamental Law of 


Society. The Tongue was given by God 


= expreſs the Sentiments of the OP: , 


and when it deviates from this, © goes ” 


counter to the Will and Deſign br; its Ma- 


ker. Thus again, to gild over Malice with a 


Smile, to betray with a Kiſs, or ſtab in . 


an Embrace , are Circumſtances that add 


1 Fiorror almoſt equal to the Crimes; and 
why? Becauſe theſe are the external 9 
Marks, the vatural Image and Super- 


Ts ſcription of Kindneſs in the inward Parts; 
and by walking in this vain Shew of 
1 Truth, we look a Lye, as well as ſpeak 
dez and therefore to counterfeit the 
1. Hand. writing of Nature, to borrow the 
Face of Innocence the better to do Mil = 
chief, is doubly unnatural. 


Was the State of Nature 180 a 5 


state of War, then it would be equally 
indifferent which way Ws 
whether by Words ſofter than Oyl, and by 

n An with a Feather, or by 


we carried it on, 


Swords, : 


volence 


7 1 and F. bc 


Swords, and open Violence. But now 
if we are born for Society, for the Help 
and Comfort of one another, if our natu · 
ral Averſions to Solitude, and our mutual == 
Dependencies prompt us to mutual Bene- 


'S 
2 


Delights of Friendſhip, the Beauty and . 


Strength of Government, with all that 


1 living for, if all theſe turn _ | 
the Fidelity of the Tongue, ſurely then | 


we are obliged to Sincerity, as united by 
one common Nature, and by all the 
Ties and Motives to Happineſs i in this : 
World. ZE 
Let us now look upon our ſelves 1 in TI 


| _nobler View, not only an Men, but as 
Conn: - Fo PTY 


contra. 


The Priſcillianiſts upon this very Ac- 25 2 5 


count, and from this very Text ( for Lo 
what Teat i 15 plain enough for ſome Men ? as 


eentradcted a Salvo for Lying to Infidels; 7 

| becauſe they and Chriſtians were not 
' __ Members one of another. And what theſe 

Hereticksbuiltup, lo others have daubed with 


untemperecddl Morter | For have not Chriſti- 


ans — Chriftians out of their 
C2 Lives 


if the Culture of Arts and 
| Sciences, of Trade and Commerce, if the 


| The Nature of weve, 
Lives, even againſt the publick, Faith, and 


by Equivocation and mental Reſervation 


ſpun out the Art of Leaſing to ſuch ex- 
treme Fineſs and Subtlety, that by the 
| Sleight of theſe inward Supplies the De- 


vil himſelf need never tell a Lye to 
ſerve his Ends? But this, in the phraſe 
ol the Prophet, is to Sin os it were with 
Cart- rope: It is to draw Men to lye up- 


3 on Principle, and to be ten times worſe 


by Religion than they are by Nature; 


for if the Light that is in them be Darkneſs, 


bo great is that Darkneſs ! But we 1 


yet, methinks, there is a Spice of this 


„ PFopiſb Sincerity in the Practice of ſome 
. there ſeems to be more of 
the Serpent than the Dove, in ſubſcribing 


Dodtrines with one Hand, and writing 

directly againſt them with the other. Þ 
We are all Purchaſed with the fame 
Blood, and Nouriſhed by the lame Spirit, . 


Ve have renounced the Father of Lyes at 


our Baptiſm, and often eat of the 


Bread of Sincerity and Truth at our Ma- 


ſter's Table; and Love, unfeigned uni- 
verſal Love, is the Badge our Lord will 
2. was Allo » + 


 Trith and Fulſbool 


have his Diſciples known by; and there. 


fore Inſincerity is ſuch a Soleciſm in a 
Chriſtian , as Iniquity is in a Judge, 


or 


ill Breeding | in a Conrtier : It is a F 4 3 


gainſt our Profeſſion, and in that very 


Thing, which is the principal Part and 


Beauty of our Calling. Let us therefore 


examine our Ways, and ſee whether we 


walk, worthy of the Vocation wherewith we 
are called? How did the Primitive Saints 


| bleſs their Perſecutors, and how do we 
revile our BenefaRtors ? Can we be Mem- 
bers of Chriſt, and Citizens of Heaven, 


| while we deal ſo much in Craft and Diſ- 
| 8 mulation upon Earth, while our Lips 


| drop as an Hony- comb, and ſpread the -- 


_ fineſt Flowers of the Tongue upon the 
falſeſt Heart? What is Converſation now 


j a-days but a Match at Fencing , where 
we falfifie a Blow to make that Part un- 
B guarded , which we deſign to ſtrike 2 


What is Friendſhip but the Skin of Since. 


| rity ſtuffed out with Wind and Comple- 
ment, with Profeſſions of infinite Reſpect 
and Kindneſs , when the Heart e 
nothing thereby, „or ſomething worſe 

than nothing *. Give me. leave to lay 


with 7 


The Nature * 


1 st. Janes, My Brethren, Theſe things 
ought not ſo to be. They are the fouleſt 
Blot upon our moſt holy Profeſſion , and 
would introduce a greater Curſe "than 
that of Babel, were not good Words by 


long Abuſe grown to be but words of 
Courſe, and well known to ſignify We | 


thing. And after all, Sincerity is the 
moſt eaſie, pleaſant, and ſureſt Way to 
make our Fortunes in this World, „ As 


weell as in that to come. 


For it is much eaſter to be honeſt 5 


. Truth, than in Appearance only; 5 be- 


cauſe Honeſty hath not far to go, and 
the Way is plain before her, -Hhe hath | 
not many Words to make, but is belie-. 


ved and truſted without more a -· doe; ſhe | 


is conſcious of no Evil, and therefore 5 
ſtands in no need of Art and Colouring, 
but loves the Light, and is always ready 
to come forth in her native Simplicity, 
and to appear as ſhe is; whereas Hypo- 


criſy has a longer Journey and a worſe 


| Road to travel, ſhe dares not ſtir abroad 

without her Varniſh, and is extremely) 
| hard put to it to play the Part of Nature 

_ to the Life, and to make Piture paſs for 


Reality. 


3 Reality. 


7. ruth and Falſbood : 


wi 6 
The Double. minded Man i is at ? 


Variance with himſelf, and unſtable in ” 


bis Ways; hes often bewildered, and 
ata 1015 which way to turn; his Head is 
perplexed to cover the Iniquity of his 
Heart, and perpetually at the Anvil to 
| forge one Plot for the Support of another; 
But the Integrity of the Upright ſhall guide 8 
them, not only by a more direct and eaſy 
Paſlage , but by a more delightful one 
4 allo. Mig =" 


| When a Man's Ways pleaſe the 1 . 


4 always pleaſe himſelf, and at the „ 
long run his Enemies too. While he 
| Propoſes a good End, and purſues + "me 
fair Means, all goes well within: He has 
good Reaſon to hope, and none to fear; 
and therefore if he meets with Rubs and : 
Diſappointments from without, he is ſa- 
tic ſied from himſelf. He has two faſt | 
Friends, God and his Conſcience, and I 
they will ſtand by him in the Day of 
Trouble, and conduct and comfort him 
in all his Goings. But Diſſimulation and 
Fallhood lay waſte the inward Satisfacti·- 
ons of the Soul, and wound that Spirit, 
- which, alone would bear our Hane, 


"They | 


* 


The Nature of _ 
1 hey put the Diſſembler up pon the Rack, 


and . him to look well in the Face, * 


when he is ſick at Heart, and to be con- 


ſtantly inconſiſtent with himſelf, He can- 


not fincerely enjoy the preſent Succeſs 


of his Devices, for fear of future Diſco- 
_ very ©: ue” when ever the Mask drops 


— . (and it is next to impoſſible to 
keep it always on) then all the fine |} 
Schemes periſh; then the Crafts-men 
and « Pg Craft , the Spider and the 
Spiders Web come down even to the 
Ground. And when a Man hath once 

„ Shipwreck of his Honeſty by his 
C.unning, who will believe him when he 


| ſpeaks true, or truſt him when he intends 

Ta honeſtly 2 80 that Wiſdom and Innocence 
are the only things that will carry us thro' 

every Stage with Pleaſure, and hold ont 


v0 the End; which is the laſt Motive to 
1 Sincerity I ſhall mention. 


The Lip of Truth ſhall be ftabliſbed for 


ever, but a lying Tongue is but for a Moment, 


was Solomon? s Maxim, and hath been ve- 
rified in all Ages. A Lye is a fickly 
Thing, and bath but a ſhort time to live : 


= I. cometh up, and 1 ms cut down like a Flow- 


er: 


"i ruth and K 22 


1 fleeth as, it is indeed, 4 Shadow, 


© never continueth in one Stay. It is 


like a Default in Nature or a Male-forma- 
tion of Parts, which gives conſtant Pain, 
and requires perpetual Patching , and 
which no Skill can ever rectiſy; ; whereas 
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Honeſty, like a juſt and vigorous Conſti- 


KH tution, wants not the Help of Phyſicians, 
and without any Trouble wears well to 


the laſt. Truth is a Rock that will —_— 
the Teſt of Time and Malice: But 
when we build upon Falſhood and Arti- 


fice, we build upon the Sand; and tho 
be mighty Structures have been niſed —_— 


this ſlippery Foundation, and made a Þ 


|  goodly Show, and glitter fora while, yet | 
when the Winds blew and beat upon 
that Houſe, it fell, and great was the Fall 


of it. He that would preſerve the Beau- 


8 his Character freſh and lovely to 
8 oh End, muſt be ſure to a& upon ſted· 
dy and uniform Principles; for nothing 

can long ſupport the Reputation of a 
great Name, but the two Pillars of Pru- 


: dence and Sincerity. ” 
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Light, that Pun more and more unto 4 
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The Nature of 
perf. 0 n. They riſe like the Sun, bad 


rejoyce to run the Courſe of Virtue; and 


tho Envy and Ignorance, Faction and 


Prejudice may overcaſt eit Morning, 


yet Integrit#by degrees will clear their 


Way, whereby they acquire new Strength 


in every Advance, and ſhine more and 


more unto a perfect Day; then we re- 
Joyce in the Light, and ſee no more 
ſpots in the Sun. It was the Saying of 
the wileſt Prince, that righteous Lips are 
16. the Delight of Kings , and they love him 
| that ſpeaketh right. Flattery and Cun- 
ning may delight and flouriſh for a Sea- 
fon, but in our Heart we can love no- 
Y thing but Honeſty ; ; Infincerity is the ug- 


lieſt Vice in Nature, and the laſt thing 
we can forgive. He then that walketh 
uprigbtiy, walketh ſurely ; he reflects with 


a Godlike Satisfaction upon all his Works, 


and this Reflection carries him on his Way 


with Security and Pleaſure, and brings 
him Peace at the laſt, when he ſtands 


Prov: 20. . moſt in need of it; e juſt Man walleib 


hind him, and the Bleſſi ing of God and 


in bis Integrity, aud his Children are bleſſed 
after-him. He leaves a good Name be- 


Man 
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Man upon his Childrens Children;  where-_ 
as the Man of Falſhood, Ambition and 


Avarice, can neither look backward nor 
forward with any ſolid Comfort; he fees 
nothing in himſelf he can appigve, and ſo 
goes out of the World with much grea- 


ter Anxiety and Confuſion than he lived 


| Thus Honeſty will be found the beſt 


t Policy in every Reſpect: It is the moſt NL 


eeaſy, pleaſant and ſure Way to Happineſs 
{ here and hereafter ; and therefore for- 


| fake her not, and ſhe ſhall preſerve thee 1 
loge her, and ſbe ſhall keep thee, when 


| thou goest, thy ſteps ſhall not bi traitne dl; 
and when thou runneſt, thou ſhalt not ſtum. 


ble; when thou lied down thou ſhalt not be 


5 8 afr aid ; yea, thou ſhalt lie down, and thy 1 | 8 ; 
ſleep ſhall be ſweet. To conclude there- 
fore, he that would ſee good Days both 


T now and . ever, let him refrain his Tongue 5 


| from Evil, and bis Lips that they ſpeak, no 
Guile io for Sincerity A the "Wn par 


muſt crown us in both Worlds. And fo, - 


Jo God the Father who cannot Lye, and to 


God the Son, who is the expreſs Image of . 
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bis Father , 
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and 


*% ra 


he aſcribe „Honour ane 
me forth and for evermore. 
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